Is This a Primary or Secondary Source? - Historian's Checklist


Source Title: ___________________________________________________

1. Who Created the Source?
☐ Person who experienced the event
☐ Witness to the event
☐ Government or organization involved in the event
☐ Historian, researcher, or author studying the event later
☐ Not sure

2. When Was It Created?
Event Date: __________________________
Source Date: _________________________
☐ Created during the event or time period
☐ Created shortly after the event
☐ Created many years later

3. What Type of Source Is It?

☐ Photograph
☐ Letter
☐ Diary/Journal
☐ Interview
☐ Speech
☐ Newspaper Article
☐ Map
☐ Government Document
☐ Artifact
☐ Textbook
☐ Documentary
☐ Website
☐ Journal Article
☐ Other: ______________________


4. What Is the Purpose of the Source?

☐ Record an event
☐ Share personal experiences
☐ Persuade an audience
☐ Report information
☐ Explain or analyze history
☐ Summarize research


5. The Historian Test
Answer YES or NO:
	Question
	Yes
	No

	Was the source created during the time period being studied?
	☐
	☐

	Was it created by someone who witnessed or experienced the event?
	☐
	☐

	Does it provide firsthand evidence?
	☐
	☐

	Is it mainly explaining or analyzing events after they happened?
	☐
	☐



If you answered YES to the first 3 questions, it is likely a PRIMARY SOURCE.
If you answered YES to the last question, it is likely a SECONDARY SOURCE.

6. My Decision
☐ PRIMARY SOURCE
☐ SECONDARY SOURCE
Evidence for My Decision
1. 
2. 
3. 


