
 

 

 

 

                                                

 

650 Prompts for Narrative and Personal Writing 

From The Learning Network comes 650 prompts to help you begin your next narrative or personal 
narrative essay. Click the links below to for examples and supporting questions to get your brain 
going. 

 

OVERCOMING ADVERSITY 

1. What Challenges Have You Overcome? 
2. What Are Your Secret Survival Strategies? 
3. What Do You Do When You Encounter Obstacles to Success? 
4. When Have You Failed? What Did You Learn From It? 
5. When Have You Ever Succeeded When You Thought You Might Fail? 
6. What Life Lessons Has Adversity Taught You? 
7. What Work Went Into Reaching Your Most Difficult Goals? 
8. How Often Do You Leave Your ‘Comfort Zone’? 
9. When Was the Last Time You Did Something That Scared or Challenged You? 
10. What Are You Afraid Of? 
11. What Are Your Fears and Phobias? 
12. What Are Your Personal Superstitions? 
13. Do You Like Being Alone? 
14. How Often Do You Cry? 
15. Do You Ever Feel Overlooked and Underappreciated? 
16. How Have You Handled Being the ‘New Kid’? 
17. How Do You Deal With Haters? 
18. How Do You React When Provoked? 
19. What Role Does Stress Play in Your Life? 
20. Does Stress Affect Your Ability to Make Good Decisions? 
21. How Do You Relieve Stress? 
22. How Do You Find Peace in Your Life? 
23. Does Your Life Leave You Enough Time to Relax? 
24. Do You Set Rules for Yourself About How You Use Your Time? 
25. Is ‘Doing Nothing’ a Good Use of Your Time? 
26. What Did You Once Hate but Now Like? 
27. What Kind of Feedback Helps You Improve? 
28. Is Trying Too Hard to Be Happy Making You Sad? 
29. Do Adults Who Are ‘Only Trying to Help’ Sometimes Make Things Worse? 

Narrative and Personal Writing Pathfinder 
 
A narrative essay tells a story that has a point to be made. The reader may receive an idea 

or a lesson from the essay. The story is told using sensory details and emotional language.  

A narrative essay usually reflects something of a personal nature so many times it becomes 

a personal narrative essay. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/learning/lesson-plans/650-prompts-for-narrative-and-personal-writing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/learning/lesson-plans/650-prompts-for-narrative-and-personal-writing.html
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/05/what-challenges-have-you-overcome/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/05/what-challenges-have-you-overcome/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/01/31/what-are-your-secret-survival-strategies/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/01/31/what-are-your-secret-survival-strategies/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/23/what-do-you-do-when-you-encounter-obstacles-to-success/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/23/what-do-you-do-when-you-encounter-obstacles-to-success/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/03/09/student-question-when-have-you-failed-what-did-you-learn-from-it/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/03/09/student-question-when-have-you-failed-what-did-you-learn-from-it/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/11/when-have-you-ever-succeeded-when-you-thought-you-might-fail/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/11/when-have-you-ever-succeeded-when-you-thought-you-might-fail/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/08/what-life-lessons-has-adversity-taught-you/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/08/what-life-lessons-has-adversity-taught-you/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/03/what-work-went-into-reaching-your-most-difficult-goals/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/03/what-work-went-into-reaching-your-most-difficult-goals/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/09/how-often-do-you-leave-your-comfort-zone/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/09/how-often-do-you-leave-your-comfort-zone/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/15/student-question-when-was-the-last-time-you-did-something-that-scared-or-challenged-you/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/15/student-question-when-was-the-last-time-you-did-something-that-scared-or-challenged-you/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/25/what-are-you-afraid-of/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/25/what-are-you-afraid-of/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/23/what-are-your-fears-and-phobias/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/23/what-are-your-fears-and-phobias/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/05/student-opinion-what-are-your-personal-superstitions/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/05/student-opinion-what-are-your-personal-superstitions/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/06/do-you-like-being-alone/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/06/do-you-like-being-alone/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/13/how-often-do-you-cry/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/13/how-often-do-you-cry/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/01/30/do-you-ever-feel-overlooked-and-underappreciated/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/01/30/do-you-ever-feel-overlooked-and-underappreciated/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/21/how-have-you-handled-being-the-new-kid/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/21/how-have-you-handled-being-the-new-kid/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/03/23/student-question-how-do-you-deal-with-haters/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/03/23/student-question-how-do-you-deal-with-haters/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/07/how-do-you-react-when-provoked/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/07/how-do-you-react-when-provoked/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/04/what-role-does-stress-play-in-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/04/what-role-does-stress-play-in-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/20/does-stress-affect-your-ability-to-make-good-decisions/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/20/does-stress-affect-your-ability-to-make-good-decisions/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/02/28/how-do-you-relieve-stress/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/02/28/how-do-you-relieve-stress/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/24/how-do-you-find-peace-in-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/24/how-do-you-find-peace-in-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/11/does-your-life-leave-you-enough-time-to-relax/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/11/does-your-life-leave-you-enough-time-to-relax/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/05/do-you-set-rules-for-yourself-about-how-you-use-your-time/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/05/do-you-set-rules-for-yourself-about-how-you-use-your-time/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/05/03/is-doing-nothing-a-good-use-of-your-time/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/05/03/is-doing-nothing-a-good-use-of-your-time/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/06/what-did-you-once-hate-but-now-like/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/06/what-did-you-once-hate-but-now-like/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/24/what-kind-of-feedback-helps-you-improve/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/24/what-kind-of-feedback-helps-you-improve/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/25/is-trying-too-hard-to-be-happy-making-you-sad/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/25/is-trying-too-hard-to-be-happy-making-you-sad/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/10/do-aduls-who-are-only-trying-to-help-sometimes-make-things-worse/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/10/do-aduls-who-are-only-trying-to-help-sometimes-make-things-worse/


YOUR PERSONALITY 

30. What Is Your Personal Credo? 
31. What Motivates You? 
32. What Makes You Happy? 
33. What Are You Good At? 
34. When in Your Life Have You Been a Leader? 
35. How Well Do You Perform Under Pressure? 
36. How Well Do You Take Criticism? 
37. Are You Hard or Easy on Yourself? 
38. How Full Is Your Glass? 
39. Do You Have a Hard Time Making Decisions? 
40. How Much Self-Control Do You Have? 
41. How Good Are You at Waiting for What You Really Want? 
42. What Role Does Procrastination Play in Your Life? 
43. How Good Are You at Time Management? 
44. How Productive and Organized Are You? 
45. Under What Conditions Do You Do Your Best Work? 
46. How Do You Express Yourself Creatively? 
47. Are You a Good Listener? 
48. How Competitive Are You? 
49. Do You Perform Better When You’re Competing or When You’re Collaborating? 
50. How Emotionally Intelligent Are You? 
51. Do You Take More Risks When You Are Around Your Friends? 
52. Do You Unknowingly Submit to Peer Pressure? 
53. Do You Think You’re Brave? 
54. How Much of a Daredevil Are You? 
55. What Pranks, Jokes, Hoaxes or Tricks Have You Ever Fallen For or Perpetrated? 
56. How Impulsive Are You? 
57. Are You a Novelty-Seeker? 
58. How Do You Deal With Boredom? 
59. What Annoys You? 
60. Do You Apologize Too Much? 
61. Do You Have Good Manners? 
62. How Materialistic Are You? 
63. Are You a Saver or a Tosser? 
64. Are You a Hoarder or a Minimalist? 
65. Are You an Introvert or an Extrovert? 
66. Are You Popular, Quirky or Conformist? 
67. Are You a Nerd or a Geek? 
68. What Would Your Personal Mascot Be? 
69. What Assumptions Do People Make About You? 
70. How Good Are You at Saying Goodbye? 

 

ROLE MODELS 

71. Who Is Your Role Model? 
72. Who Inspires You? 
73. Who Are the People – Famous or Not – You Admire Most? 
74. Who Are Your Heroes? 
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75. What Heroic Acts Have You Performed or Witnessed? 
76. What’s the Best Advice You’ve Gotten? 
77. What Are Some ‘Words of Wisdom’ That Guide Your Life? 
78. Who Outside Your Family Has Made a Difference in Your Life? 
79. If You Had Your Own Talk Show, Whom Would You Want to Interview? 
80. To Whom, or What, Would You Like to Write a Thank-You Note? 
81. What Leader Would You Invite to Speak at Your School? 
82. What Six People, Living or Dead, Would You Invite to Dinner? 
83. Who’s Your ‘Outsider Role Model’? 
 
FAMILY 
 
84. Who Is Your Family? 
85. How Do You Define ‘Family’? 
86. What Have You and Your Family Accomplished Together? 
87. What Events Have Brought You Closer to Your Family? 
88. What’s Your Role in Your Family? 
89. Have You Ever Changed a Family Member’s Mind? 
90. How Well Do You Get Along With Your Siblings? 
91. What Are Your Family Stories of Sacrifice? 
92. What Possessions Does Your Family Treasure? 
93. What Hobbies Have Been Passed Down in Your Family? 
94. What’s the Story Behind Your Name? 
95. What Are Your Favorite Names? 
96. How Have You Paid Tribute to Loved Ones? 
97. What Do You Know About Your Family’s History? 
98. Did Your Parents Have a Life Before They Had Kids? 
99. What Family Traditions Do You Want to Carry On When You Get Older? 

PARENTS & PARENTING 

100. How Close Are You to Your Parents? 
101. How Are You and Your Parents Alike and Different? 
102. How Much Freedom Have Your Parents Given You? 
103. How Permissive Are Your Parents? 
104. Do You Have Helicopter Parents? 
105. How Do Your Parents Teach You to Behave? 
106. How Do You Make Parenting Difficult for Your Parents? 
107. How Often Do You Fight With Your Parents? 
108. What Advice Would You Give to Your Mom, Dad or Guardian on How to Be a Better Parent? 
109. Is Your Family Stressed, Tired and Rushed? 
110. Do Your Parents Try Too Hard to Be Cool? 
111. Do You Ever Feel Embarrassed by Your Parents? 
112. Do Your Parents Support Your Learning? 
113. Do You Talk About Report Cards With Your Parents? 
114. Do You Want Your Parents to Stop Asking You ‘How Was School?’ 
115. How Much Do Your Parents Help With Your Homework? 
116. How Has Your Family Helped or Hindered Your Transition to a New School? 
117. Have Your Parents and Teachers Given You Room to Create? 

 

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/09/04/what-heroic-acts-have-you-performed-or-witnessed/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/09/04/what-heroic-acts-have-you-performed-or-witnessed/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/21/whats-the-best-advice-youve-gotten/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/06/01/what-are-some-words-of-wisdom-that-guide-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/06/01/what-are-some-words-of-wisdom-that-guide-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/16/who-outside-your-family-has-made-a-difference-in-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/16/who-outside-your-family-has-made-a-difference-in-your-life/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/09/if-you-had-your-own-talk-show-whom-would-you-want-to-interview/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/09/if-you-had-your-own-talk-show-whom-would-you-want-to-interview/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/09/to-whom-or-what-would-you-like-to-write-a-thank-you-note/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/09/to-whom-or-what-would-you-like-to-write-a-thank-you-note/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/25/what-leader-would-you-invite-to-speak-at-your-school/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/25/what-leader-would-you-invite-to-speak-at-your-school/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/04/22/what-six-people-living-or-dead-would-you-invite-to-dinner/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/04/22/what-six-people-living-or-dead-would-you-invite-to-dinner/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/12/learning/whos-your-outsider-role-model.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/12/learning/whos-your-outsider-role-model.html
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/27/who-is-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/27/who-is-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/02/24/how-do-you-define-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/02/24/how-do-you-define-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/26/what-have-you-and-your-family-accomplished-together/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/26/what-have-you-and-your-family-accomplished-together/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/30/what-events-have-brought-you-closer-to-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/30/what-events-have-brought-you-closer-to-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/10/whats-your-role-in-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/10/whats-your-role-in-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/22/have-you-ever-changed-a-family-members-mind/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/22/have-you-ever-changed-a-family-members-mind/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/26/how-well-do-you-get-along-with-your-siblings/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/26/how-well-do-you-get-along-with-your-siblings/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/27/what-are-your-family-stories-of-sacrifice/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/27/what-are-your-family-stories-of-sacrifice/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/06/what-possessions-does-your-family-treasure/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/06/what-possessions-does-your-family-treasure/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/01/02/what-hobbies-and-other-activities-have-been-passed-down-in-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/01/02/what-hobbies-and-other-activities-have-been-passed-down-in-your-family/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/10/07/whats-the-story-behind-your-name-2/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/10/07/whats-the-story-behind-your-name-2/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/03/what-are-your-favorite-names/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/03/what-are-your-favorite-names/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/15/how-have-you-paid-tribute-to-loved-ones/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/15/how-have-you-paid-tribute-to-loved-ones/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/04/01/student-question-what-do-you-know-about-your-familys-history/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/04/01/student-question-what-do-you-know-about-your-familys-history/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/31/did-your-parents-have-a-life-before-they-had-kids/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/31/did-your-parents-have-a-life-before-they-had-kids/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/31/what-family-traditions-do-you-want-to-carry-on-when-you-get-older/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/31/what-family-traditions-do-you-want-to-carry-on-when-you-get-older/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/06/01/how-close-are-you-to-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/06/01/how-close-are-you-to-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/25/how-are-you-and-your-parents-alike-and-different/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/25/how-are-you-and-your-parents-alike-and-different/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/29/how-much-freedom-have-your-parents-given-you/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/29/how-much-freedom-have-your-parents-given-you/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/01/14/how-permissive-are-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/01/14/how-permissive-are-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/14/do-you-have-helicopter-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/14/do-you-have-helicopter-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/12/how-do-your-parents-teach-you-to-behave/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/12/how-do-your-parents-teach-you-to-behave/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/30/how-do-you-make-parenting-difficult-for-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/30/how-do-you-make-parenting-difficult-for-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/03/17/student-question-how-often-do-you-fight-with-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/03/17/student-question-how-often-do-you-fight-with-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/07/what-advice-would-you-give-to-your-mom-dad-or-guardian-on-how-to-be-a-better-parent/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/07/what-advice-would-you-give-to-your-mom-dad-or-guardian-on-how-to-be-a-better-parent/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/11/06/is-your-family-stressed-tired-and-rushed/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/11/06/is-your-family-stressed-tired-and-rushed/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/06/09/student-question-do-your-parents-try-too-hard-to-be-cool/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/06/09/student-question-do-your-parents-try-too-hard-to-be-cool/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/do-you-ever-feel-embarrassed-by-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/do-you-ever-feel-embarrassed-by-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/22/do-your-parents-support-your-learning/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/22/do-your-parents-support-your-learning/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/07/do-you-talk-about-report-cards-with-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/07/do-you-talk-about-report-cards-with-your-parents/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/09/16/do-you-want-your-parents-to-stop-asking-you-how-was-school/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/09/16/do-you-want-your-parents-to-stop-asking-you-how-was-school/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/14/how-much-do-your-parents-help-with-your-homework/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/14/how-much-do-your-parents-help-with-your-homework/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/08/24/how-did-your-family-help-or-hinder-your-transition-to-a-new-school-or-to-college/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/08/24/how-did-your-family-help-or-hinder-your-transition-to-a-new-school-or-to-college/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/02/04/student-question-have-your-parents-and-teachers-given-you-room-to-create/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/02/04/student-question-have-your-parents-and-teachers-given-you-room-to-create/


YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

118. How Much Does Your Neighborhood Define Who You Are? 
119. What’s Special About Your Hometown? 
120. What Marketing Slogan Would You Use for Your Town or City? 
121. What Would You Name Your Neighborhood? 
122. Who Are the ‘Characters’ That Make Your Town Interesting? 
123. Who Is the ‘Mayor’ of Your School or Neighborhood? 
124. What Would a TV Show About Your Town Spoof? 
125. What ‘Urban Legends’ Are There About Places in Your Area? 
126. Do You Know Your Way Around Your City or Town? 
127. How Well Do You Know Your Neighbors? 
128. What Is Your Favorite Place? 
129. What’s Your Favorite Neighborhood Joint? 
130. What Is Your Favorite Street? 
131. Do You Hang Out in the Park? 
132. How Much Time Do You Spend in Nature? 
133. What Small Things Have You Seen and Taken Note Of Today? 
134. What Buildings Do You Love? What Buildings Do You Hate? 
135. What Are the Sounds That Make Up the Background Noise in Your Life? 
136. What Sounds Annoy You? 
137. What Public Behavior Annoys You Most? 
138. Have You Ever Interacted With the Police? 
139. What Local Problems Do You Think Your Mayor Should Try to Solve? 
140. What Ideas Do You Have for Enhancing Your Community? 
141. Where Do You Think You Will Live When You Are an Adult? 
142. Would You Most Want to Live in a City, a Suburb or the Country? 

YOUR HOME 

143. Is Your Bedroom a Nightmare? 
144. What is Your Favorite Place in Your House? 
145. How Important Is Keeping a Clean House? 
146. Do You Need to De-Clutter Your Life? 
147. Do You Plan on Saving Any of Your Belongings for the Future? 
148. With Your Home in Danger, What Would You Try to Save? 
149. What Would You Grab in a Fire? 
150. What Would You Put in Your Emergency ‘Go-Bag’? 
151. Who Lived Long Ago Where You Live Now? 
152. What Would Your Dream Home Be Like? 
 
CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 
 
153. What Was Your Most Precious Childhood Possession? 
154. What Objects Tell the Story of Your Life? 
155. What Do You Collect? 
156. What Were Your Favorite Childhood Shows and Characters? 
157. Do You Have Childhood Memories of Being Read Aloud To? 
158. What Were Your Favorite Picture Books When You Were Little? 
159. What Things Did You Create When You Were a Child? 
160. What Places Do You Remember Fondly From Childhood? 
161. What Food or Flavor Do You Remember Tasting for the First Time? 
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162. What Do You Wish You Could See, Hear, Read or Experience for the First Time All Over Again? 
163. Have You Ever Felt Embarrassed by Things You Used to Like? 
164. Do You Wish You Could Return to Moments From Your Past? 
165. Was There a Toy You Wanted as a Child but Never Got? 
166. What’s the Best Gift You’ve Ever Given or Received? 
167. What’s the Most Memorable Thing You Ever Got in the Mail? 
168. Have You Ever Lost (or Found) Something Valuable? 
169. What Nicknames Have You Ever Gotten or Given? 
170. What Are Your Best Sleepover Memories? 
171. What Old, Worn Out Thing Can You Just Not Part With? 
172. What Is Your Most Prized Possession? 

GROWING UP 

173. What Have You Learned in Your Teens? 
174. What Do You Remember Best About Being 12? 
175. What Personal Achievements Make You Proud? 
176. What Are Some Recent Moments of Happiness in Your Life? 
177. What Rites of Passage Have You Participated In? 
178. What Are You Grateful For? 
179. What Advice Would You Give Younger Kids About Middle or High School? 
180. What Have You Learned From Older People? 
181. What Can Older People Learn From Your Generation? 
182. What Do Older Generations Misunderstand About Yours? 
183. Do You Recognize Yourself in Descriptions of ‘Generation Z’? 

MORALITY 

184. What Ethical Dilemmas Have You Faced? 
185. Have You Ever Had to Make a Sacrifice to Help Someone You Care About? 
186. Have You Ever Donated Your Time, Talents, Possessions or Money to Support Anyone in 
Need? 
187. When Is the Last Time You Did Something Nice for a Stranger? 
188. Have You Ever ‘Paid It Forward’? 
189. How Trustworthy Are You? 
190. How Comfortable Are You With Lying? 
191. When Do You Lie? 
192. Have You Ever Lied to Your Parents or Done Something Behind Their Backs? 
193. If You Drink or Use Drugs, Do Your Parents Know? 
194. Have You Ever Taken Something You Weren’t Supposed To? 
195. Do You Ever Eavesdrop? 
196. How Much Do You Gossip? 

RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY 

197. What Is the Role of Religion or Spirituality in Your Life? 
198. How Important Is Your Spiritual Life? 
199. Do You Believe That Everything Happens for a Reason? 
200. How Much Control Do You Think You Have Over Your Fate? 
201. Can You Be Good Without God? 
202. Are You Less Religious Than Your Parents? 
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203. Can You Pass a Basic Religion Test? 
204. What Can You Learn From Other Religions? 

GENDER & SEXUALITY 

205. How Do Male and Female Roles Differ in Your Family? 
206. Do Parents Have Different Hopes and Standards for Their Sons Than for Their Daughters? 
207. How Do Your Parents Share the Responsibilities of Parenting? 
208. Is There Too Much Pressure on Girls to Have ‘Perfect’ Bodies? 
209. How Much Pressure Do Boys Face to Have the Perfect Body? 
210. How Did You Learn About Sex? 
211. What Experiences Have You Had With Gender Bias in School? 
212. What Have Been Your Experiences With Catcalling or Other Kinds of Street Harassment? 
213. What Does it Mean to Be ‘a Real Man’? 
214. Do You Consider Yourself a Feminist? 
215. What Does Feminism Mean to You? 
 
RACE & ETHNICITY 
 
216. What Is Your Racial and Ethnic Identity? 
217. Have You Ever Tried to Hide Your Racial or Ethnic Identity? 
218. How Often Do You Interact With People of Another Race or Ethnicity? 
219. Do You Ever Talk About Issues of Race and Class With Your Friends? 
220. Is Your Generation Really ‘Postracial’? 
221. What’s the Racial Makeup of Your School? 
222. Does Your School Seem Integrated? 
223. Have You Experienced Racism or Other Kinds of Discrimination in School? 

MONEY & SOCIAL CLASS 

224. What Are Your Attitudes Toward Money? 
225. Are You a Saver or a Spender? 
226. What Have Your Parents Taught You About Money? 
227. Do You Expect Your Parents to Give You Money? 
228. How Important a Role Has Money, Work or Social Class Played in Your Life? 
229. Do You See Great Disparities of Wealth in Your Community? 
230. Can Money Buy You Happiness? 
231. What Are the Best Things in Life and Are They Free? 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

232. Are You Distracted by Technology? 
233. Are You Distracted by Your Phone? 
234. Are You ‘Addicted’ to Texting? 
235. Do You Always Have Your Phone or Tablet at Your Side? 
236. Do Screens Get in the Way of the Rest of Your Life? 
237. Do You Experience FOMO When You Unplug? 
238. Does Your Digital Life Have Side Effects? 
239. Do You Spend Too Much Time on Smartphones Playing ‘Stupid Games’? 
240. Do Apps Help You or Just Waste Your Time? 
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241. What Tech Tools Play the Biggest Role in Your Life? 
242. What New Technologies or Tech Toys Are You Most Excited About? 
243. To What Piece of Technology Would You Write a ‘Love Letter’? 

THE INTERNET 

244. What’s So Great About YouTube? 
245. What Has YouTube Taught You? 
246. What Are Your Favorite Viral Videos? 
247. What Are Your Favorite Internet Spoofs? 
248. What Would You Teach the World in an Online Video? 
249. Do You Ever Seek Advice on the Internet? 
250. Would You Share an Embarrassing Story Online? 
251. How Do You Know if What You Read Online Is True? 
252. What Are Your Experiences With Internet-Based Urban Legends? 
253. How Much Do You Trust Online Reviews? 
254. How Do You Use Wikipedia? 
255. How Careful Are You Online? 
256. What Story Does Your Personal Data Tell? 
257. Do You Worry About the Lack of Anonymity in the Digital Age? 
258. Would You Mind if Your Parents Blogged About You? 
259. Do You Wish You Had More Privacy Online? 
260. Have You Ever Been Scammed? 
261. Whom Would You Share Your Passwords With? 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

262. How Do You Use Facebook? 
263. What Is Your Facebook Persona? 
264. How Real Are You on Social Media? 
265. What Memorable Experiences Have You Had on Facebook? 
266. Does Facebook Ever Make You Feel Bad? 
267. Would You Consider Deleting Your Facebook Account? 
268. Do You Have ‘Instagram Envy’? 
269. Do You Use Twitter? 
270. Why Do You Share Photos? 
271. How Do You Archive Your Life? 
272. Have You Ever Posted, Emailed or Texted Something You Wish You Could Take Back? 
273. Have You Ever Sent an Odd Message Because of Auto-Correct? 
274. Would You Want Your Photo or Video to Go Viral? 
275. Do You Worry Colleges or Employers Might Read Your Social Media Posts Someday? 
276. What Advice Do You Have for Younger Kids About Navigating Social Media? 
 
MUSIC 
 
277. What Are You Listening To? 
278. What Songs Are on Your Favorite Playlist? 
279. What Musicians or Bands Mean the Most to You? 
280. What Music Inspires You? 
281. Who in Your Life Introduces You to New Music? 
282. How Much Is Your Taste in Music Based on What Your Friends Like? 
283. What Role Does Hip-Hop Play in Your Life? 
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284. Which Pop Music Stars Fascinate You? 
285. Who Is Your Favorite Pop Diva? 
286. What’s Your Karaoke Song? 
287. Which Artists Would You Like to See Team Up? 
288. How Closely Do You Listen to Lyrics? 
289. What Are Your Earliest Memories of Music? 

TELEVISION 

290. What Are the Best Things You’ve Watched, Read, Heard or Played This Year? 
291. What Are Your TV Habits? 
292. Do Your Television Viewing Habits Include ‘Binge-Watching’? 
293. What Role Does Television Play in Your Life and the Life of Your Family? 
294. What Television Shows Have Mattered to You? 
295. How Often Do You Watch a Television Show When It Originally Airs? 
296. Have You Fallen Into ‘Friends’ or Any Other Older Television Shows? 
297. What Old Television Shows Would You Bring Back? 
298. Why Do We Like Reality Shows So Much? 
299. What Ideas Do You Have for a Reality Show? 
300. What Reality TV Show Would You Want to Be a Guest Star On? 
301. What Are Your Favorite Cartoons? 
302. What Are Your Favorite Commercials? 
303. How Much Are You Influenced by Advertising? 

MOVIES & THEATER 

304. What Are Your Favorite Movies Ever? 
305. What Were the Best Movies You Saw in the Past Year? 
306. What Movies Do You Watch, or Reference, Over and Over? 
307. What Movies, Shows or Books Do You Wish Had Sequels, Spinoffs or New Episodes? 
308. Do You Like Horror Movies? 
309. What Is Your Favorite Comedy? 
310. Who Are Your Favorite Movie Stars? 
311. Would You Pay Extra for a 3-D Movie? 
312. Where, and How, Do You Watch Movies? 
313. What Are the Best Live Theatrical Performances You’ve Ever Seen? 
314. Have You Ever Stumbled Upon a Cool Public Performance? 

VIDEO GAMES 

315. What Are Your Favorite Video Games? 
316. What Have You Learned Playing Video Games? 
317. Do You Play Violent Video Games? 
318. When Should You Feel Guilty for Killing Zombies? 
319. Who Are Your Opponents in Online Gaming? 
320. Do You Like Watching Other People Play Video Games? 
321. How Excited Are You About the Possibilities of Virtual Reality? 
 
BOOKS & READING 
 
322. Read Any Good Books Lately? 
323. What Are the Best Books You’ve Read This Year? 
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324. What Are Your Favorite Books and Authors? 
325. What Are Your Favorite Young Adult Novels? 
326. Do You Read for Pleasure? 
327. What Memorable Poetry Have You Ever Read or Heard? 
328. What Magazines Do You Read, and How Do You Read Them? 
329. Do You Enjoy Reading Tabloid Gossip? 
330. When Have You Seen Yourself and Your Life Reflected in a Book or Other Media? 
331. Has a Book, Movie, Television Show, Song or Video Game Ever Inspired You to Do Something 
New? 
332. Do You Prefer Your Children’s Book Characters Obedient or Contrary? 
333. Do You Read E-Books? 
334. Would You Trade Your Paper Books for Digital Versions? 
335. To What Writer Would You Award a Prize? 

WRITING 

336. Why Do You Write? 
337. Are You a Good Storyteller? 
338. What’s Your Favorite Joke? 
339. Do You Keep a Diary or Journal? 
340. Do You Have a Blog? 
341. Do You Want to Write a Book? 
342. When Do You Write by Hand? 
343. Do You Write in Cursive? 
344. Do You Write in Your Books? 
345. What ‘Mundane Moments’ From Your Life Might Make Great Essay Material? 
346. What Is Your Most Memorable Writing Assignment? 
347. Do You Ever Write About Challenges You Face in Life? 

THE ARTS 

348. What’s the Coolest Thing You’ve Ever Seen in a Museum? 
349. What Are the Most Memorable Works of Visual Art You Have Seen? 
350. What Are Your Favorite Works of Art? 
351. How Important Is Arts Education? 
352. What Has Arts Education Done For You? 

LANGUAGE & SPEECH 

353. What Words Do You Hate? 
354. What Words or Phrases Do You Think Are Overused? 
355. How Much Slang Do You Use? What Are Your Favorite Words? 
356. What Current Slang Words and Expressions Do You Think Will Endure? 
357. Why Do So Many People Say ‘Like’ and ‘Totally’ All the Time? 
358. Do You Say ‘Kind of, Sort of’ More Than You Realize? 
359. How Much Do You Curse? 
360. How Good Are You at Coming Up With Witty Comebacks? 
361. When Did You Last Have a Great Conversation? 
362. How Often Do You Have ‘Deep Discussions’? 
363. Do You Wish Your Conversations Were Less Small Talk and More ‘Big Talk’? 
364. When Do You Choose Making a Phone Call Over Sending a Text? 
365. How Much Information Is ‘Too Much Information’? 
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366. Do You Sometimes ‘Hide’ Behind Irony? 
367. How Good Is Your Grammar? 
368. Do You Speak a Second, or Third, Language? 
369. When Do You Remember Learning a New Word? 
370. What Does Your Body Language Communicate? 

SCHOOL 

371. Do You Like School? 
372. Are You Stressed About School? 
373. Are High School Students Being Worked Too Hard? 
374. What Are You Really Learning at School? 
375. What Are You Looking Forward To, or Dreading, This School Year? 
376. Would You Want to Be Home-Schooled? 
377. Would You Like to Take a Class Online? 
378. Would You Rather Attend a Public or a Private High School? 
379. How Much Does It Matter to You Which High School You Attend? 
380. How Would You Grade Your School? 
381. What Can Other Schools Learn — and Copy — From Your School? 
382. What Would You Miss if You Left Your School? 
383. Is Your School Day Too Short? 
384. What Do You Hope to Get Out of High School? 
 
LEARNING & STUDYING 
 
385. Do You Have Too Much Homework? 
386. Does Your Homework Help You Learn? 
387. Do You Participate in Class? 
388. What Is Your Best Subject? 
389. What’s the Most Challenging Assignment You’ve Ever Had? 
390. What Memorable Experiences Have You Had in Learning Science or Math? 
391. Are You Afraid of Math? 
392. Do We Need a Better Way to Teach Math? 
393. What Are the Best Ways to Learn About History? 
394. How Would You Do on a Civics Test? 
395. Does Your School Offer Enough Opportunities to Learn Computer Programming? 
396. Does Your School Value Students’ Digital Skills? 
397. Do You Know How to Code? Would You Like to Learn? 
398. What Career or Technical Classes Do You Wish Your School Offered? 
399. What Was Your Favorite Field Trip? 
400. What Are Your Best Tips for Studying? 
401. Do You Use Study Guides? 
402. Is Everything You’ve Been Taught About Study Habits Wrong? 
403. What Would You Like to Have Memorized? 
404. How Well Do You Think Standardized Tests Measure Your Abilities? 
405. Do Your Test Scores Reflect How Good Your Teachers Are? 

TEACHERS 

406. What Do You Wish Your Teachers Knew About You? 
407. When Has a Teacher Inspired You? 
408. What Teacher Would You Like to Thank? 
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409. What Makes a Good Teacher? 
410. Have You Ever Been Humiliated by a Teacher? How Did it Affect You? 
411. Have Your Teachers or Textbooks Ever Gotten It Wrong? 
412. Do Your Teachers Use Technology Well? 
413. Do You Have a Tutor? 

SCHOOL LIFE 

414. How Do You Feel About Proms? 
415. Do You Want to Be ‘Promposed’ To? 
416. Is Prom Worth It? 
417. What Role Do School Clubs and Teams Play in Your Life? 
418. How Big a Problem Is Bullying or Cyberbullying in Your School or Community? 
419. Would You Ever Go Through Hazing to Be Part of a Group? 
420. Is Your School a ‘Party School’? 
421. Have You Been To Parties That Have Gotten Out of Control? 
422. How Common Is Drug Use in Your School? 
423. Can Students at Your School Talk Openly About Their Mental Health Issues? 
424. How Does Your School Deal With Students Who Misbehave? 
425. Do You Know People Who Cheat on High-Stakes Tests? 
426. How Much Does Your Life in School Intersect With Your Life Outside School? 
427. Do You Ever ‘Mix It Up’ and Socialize With Different People at School? 
428. What Fads Are You and Your Friends Into Right Now? 

COLLEGE 

429. Where Do You Want to Go to College? 
430. What Are Your Sources for Information About Colleges and Universities? 
431. What Role Has Community College Played in Your Life or the Life of Someone You Know? 
432. Is College Overrated? 
433. How Much Do You Worry About Taking the SAT or ACT? 
434. What Personal Essay Topic Would You Assign to College Applicants? 
435. What Qualities Would You Look For in a College Roommate? 
436. Would You Want to Take a Gap Year After High School? 
437. What Makes a Graduation Ceremony Memorable? 

WORK & CAREERS 

438. What Do You Want to Be When You Grow Up? 
439. Do You Have a Life Calling? 
440. What’s Your Dream Job? 
441. What Are Your Longtime Interests or Passions? 
442. Do You Think You Will Have a Career That You Love? 
443. What Do You Want More From a Career: Happiness or Wealth? 
444. What Investment Are You Willing to Make to Get Your Dream Job? 
445. Would You Consider a Nontraditional Occupation? 
446. Would You Rather Work From Home or in an Office? 
447. Would You Want to Be a Teacher? 
448. What Hidden Talents Might You Have? 
449. What ‘Back-to-the-Land’ Skills Do You Have, or Wish You Had? 
450. What Skill Could You Teach in Two Minutes? 
451. What Have You Made Yourself? 
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452. Do You Have an Idea for a Business or App? 
453. What Would You Create if You Had Funding? 
454. How Did You Start Doing Something You Love? 
455. Did You Ever Take a Break From Doing Something You Love? 
456. What Have You Done to Earn Money? 
457. Do You Have a Job? 
458. Would You Quit if Your Values Did Not Match Your Employer’s? 
459. What Do You Hope to Be Doing the Year After You Graduate From College? 
460. Where Do You See Yourself in 10 Years? 
 
FRIENDSHIP 
 
461. Do You Have a Best Friend? 
462. How Often Do You Spend One-on-One Time With Your Closest Friends? 
463. How Do You Feel About Introducing Friends from Different Parts of Your Life? 
464. Do You Find It Easier to Make New Friends Online or In Person? 
465. How Good a Friend Are You? 
466. How Have You Helped a Friend in a Time of Need? 
467. Do You Like Your Friends? 
468. Is Competitiveness an Obstacle to Making or Keeping Friendships? 
469. How Should You Handle the End of a Friendship? 
470. Have You Ever Felt Left Out? 
 

DATING 

471. Have You Ever Been in Love? 
472. What Are the Most Meaningful Relationships in Your Life? 
473. What Advice Would You Give to Somebody Who Just Started Dating? 
474. Are You Allowed to Date? 
475. Is Dating a Thing of the Past? 
476. Is Hookup Culture Leaving Your Generation Unhappy and Unprepared for Love? 
477. What Are the Basic ‘Rules’ for Handling Breakups? 
478. What’s the Best Way to Get Over a Breakup? 
479. What Are Your Beliefs About Marriage? 

SPORTS & GAMES 

480. What’s the Most Impressive Sports Moment You’ve Seen? 
481. Who Are Your Sports Heroes? 
482. What Sports Teams Do You Root For? 
483. Does Being a Fan Help Define Who You Are? 
484. How Far Would You Go to Express Loyalty to Your Favorite Teams? 
485. Are You a Fair-Weather Fan? 
486. When Has a Sports Team Most Disappointed You? 
487. Do You Watch the Super Bowl? 
488. What Fan Memorabilia Would You Pay Big Bucks For? 
489. What Extreme Sports Interest You Most? 
490. Why Do You Play Sports? 
491. What Rules Would You Like to See Changed in Your Favorite Sports? 
492. Do You Enjoy Playing Games or Solving Puzzles? 
493. What Are Your Favorite Board Games? 
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494. What Are Your Favorite Games? 
495. What Game Would You Like to Redesign? 
 

TRAVEL 

496. Where in the World Would You Most Like to Travel? 
497. What Is Your Fantasy Vacation? 
498. What Would Your Fantasy Road Trip Be Like? 
499. What Crazy Adventure Would You Want to Take? 
500. What Local ‘Microadventures’ Would You Like to Go On? 
501. What’s Your Perfect Family Vacation? 
502. How Has Travel Affected You? 
503. What Kind of Tourist Are You? 
504. What Are the Best Souvenirs You’ve Ever Collected While Traveling? 
505. What Famous Landmarks Have You Visited? 
506. What’s the Coolest Thing You’ve Ever Seen in Nature? 
507. How Much Do You Know About the Rest of the World? 
508. Would You Like to Live in Another Country? 
509. Would You Want to Be a Space Tourist? 
510. If You Could Time-Travel, Where Would You Go? 

LOOKS & FASHION 

511. What Is Your All-Time Favorite Piece of Clothing? 
512. Do You Have a Signature Clothing Item? 
513. What’s Your Favorite T-Shirt? 
514. Do You Care What You Wear? 
515. Does What You Wear Say Anything About You as a Person? 
516. What Does Your Hairstyle Say About You? 
517. What’s on Your Fashion Shopping List? 
518. How Far Would You Go for Fashion? 
519. What Are the Hot Fashion Trends at Your School Right Now? 
520. What Current Trends Annoy You? 
521. Would You Ever Consider Getting a Tattoo? 
522. What Are Your Opinions on Cosmetic Surgery? 
523. Do Photoshopped Images Make You Feel Bad About Your Own Looks? 
524. Have You Inherited Your Parents’ Attitudes Toward Their Looks? 
525. Has Anyone Ever Said That You Look Like Someone Famous? 
 
EXERCISE, HEALTH & SLEEP 
 
526. Do You Like to Exercise? 
527. Do You Get Enough Exercise? 
528. How Has Exercise Changed Your Health, Your Body or Your Life? 
529. How Much Do You Think About Your Weight? 
530. How Often Do You Engage in ‘Fat Talk’? 
531. Do You Pay Attention to Calorie Counts for Food? 
532. Do You Pay Attention to Nutrition Labels on Food? 
533. How Concerned Are You About Where Your Food Comes From? 
534. Are Your Eating Habits Healthy? 
535. Do You Eat Too Quickly? 
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536. What Are Your ‘Food Rules’? 
537. What Are Your Healthy Habits? 
538. What Health Tips Have Worked for You? 
539. What Rules Do You Have for Staying Healthy? 
540. How Careful Are You in the Sun? 
541. What Are Your Sleep Habits? 
542. How Much of a Priority Do You Make Sleep? 
543. Do You Get Enough Sleep? 

MEALS & FOOD 

544. What Are the Most Memorable Meals You’ve Ever Had? 
545. What’s Your Favorite Holiday Food Memory? 
546. What’s Your Comfort Food? 
547. What Are Your Favorite Junk Foods? 
548. What’s Your Favorite Candy? 
549. What’s Your Favorite Sandwich? 
550. Do You Prefer Your Tacos ‘Authentic’ or ‘Appropriated’? 
551. What Food Would You Like to Judge in a Taste-Off? 
552. Do You Cook? 
553. What Would You Most Like to Learn to Cook or Bake? 
554. What Messages About Food and Eating Have You Learned From Your Family? 
555. How Often Does Your Family Eat Together? 
556. What Are Your Favorite Restaurants? 
557. What Restaurant Would You Most Like to Review? 
558. What Do You Eat During the School Day? 
559. Do You Eat Cafeteria Food? 
560. Is School Lunch Really All That Bad? 

HOLIDAYS & SEASONS 

561. How Do You Celebrate Your Birthday? 
562. Will You Be Wearing a Halloween Costume This Year? 
563. Do You Like Scary Movies and Books? 
564. Do You Believe in Ghosts? 
565. What Are Your Thanksgiving Traditions? 
566. What Do You Look Forward to Most – and Least – During the Holiday Season? 
567. What Are Your Tips for Enjoying the Holiday Season? 
568. How Will You Spend the Holiday Break? 
569. What Does Santa Claus Mean to You? 
570. Do You Look Forward to New Year’s Eve? 
571. Do You Make New Year’s Resolutions? 
572. How Do You Fight the Winter Blues? 
573. What Would You Do on a Snow Day? 
574. What Are Your Experiences With Severe Weather? 
575. How Do You Feel About Valentine’s Day? 
576. How Do You Celebrate Spring? 
577. What Would Your Fantasy Spring Break Be Like? 
578. What Are You Looking Forward to This Summer? 
579. What Would Your Ideal Summer Camp Be Like? 
580. What Are Your Favorite Summer Hangouts? 
581. What’s Your Favorite Summer Food? 
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582. What Is Your Favorite Summer Movie? 
583. What’s on Your Summer Reading List? 
584. Do You Have a Summer Job? 
585. Do You Choose Summer Activities to Look Good on Applications? 
586. What Are the Best Things You Did This Summer? 
587. How Do You Prepare to Go Back to School? 
588. How Can People Make the Most of Long Holiday Weekends? 
589. What’s Your Sunday Routine? 

SHOPPING 

590. What’s Your Favorite Store? 
591. To What Company Would You Write a Letter of Complaint or Admiration? 
592. To What Business Would You Like to Give Advice? 
593. Do You Ever Hang Out at the Mall? 
594. How Would You Make Over Your Mall? 
595. Do You Shop at Locally Owned Businesses? 
596. What Are the Best Things You’ve Acquired Secondhand? 

CARS & DRIVING 

597. How Important Is It to Have a Driver’s License? 
598. Are You a Good Driver? 
599. Do You Have a Dream Car? 
600. Would You Like to Ride in a Car That Drives Itself? 
 
ANIMALS & PETS 
 

601. What Are the Animals in Your Life? 
602. What’s Your Relationship Like With Your Pet? 
603. How Well Do You Know Your Pet? 
604. What Are Your Thoughts on Cats? 
605. Would You Want to Hang Out at a Cat Cafe? 
606. Why Do We Love Watching Animal Videos So Much? 
607. What Are Your Most Memorable Stories About Wildlife? 
608. How Do You Feel About Zoos? 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

609. How Green Are You? 
610. How Do You Try to Reduce Your Impact on the Environment? 
611. Do You Ever Feel Guilty About What, or How Much, You Throw Away? 
612. How Much Food Does Your Family Waste? 
613. What Could You Live Without? 
614. How Do You Celebrate Earth Day? 

POLITICS & BELIEFS 

615. How Would You Like to Help Our World? 
616. What Cause Would Get You Into the Streets? 
617. Have Your Ever Taken Part in a Protest? 
618. What Would You Risk Your Life For? 
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619. When Have You Spoken Out About Something You Felt Had to Change? 
620. What Would You Invent to Make the World a Better Place? 
621. Given Unlimited Resources, What Scientific or Medical Problem Would You Investigate? 
622. What Organizations Do You Think People Should Give to This Holiday Season? 
623. Do You Trust Your Government? 
624. When You Are Old Enough to Vote, Will You? 
625. Do You Consider Yourself a Republican, Democrat or Independent? 

HISTORY & CURRENT EVENTS 

626. What Event in the Past Do You Wish You Could Have Witnessed? 
627. What Are the Most Important Changes, in Your Life and in the World, in the Last Decade? 
628. What National or International Events That You Lived Through Do You Remember Best? 
629. Why Should We Care About Events in Other Parts of the World? 
630. What News Stories Are You Following? 
631. How Do You Get Your News? 
632. Is Your Online World Just a ‘Filter Bubble’ of People With the Same Opinions? 
633. Do Your Friends on Social Media All Have the Same Political Opinions You Do? 

IF ONLY… 

634. What Would You Do if You Won the Lottery? 
635. What Superpower Do You Wish You Had? 
636. What Era Do You Wish You Had Lived In? 
637. Would You Want to Be a Tween or Teen Star? 
638. Would You Want to Be a Child Prodigy? 
639. Would You Want to Grow Up in the Public Eye? 
640. What Kind of Robot Would You Want? 
641. What Would You Outsource if You Could? 
642. What Would You Like to Learn on Your Own? 
643. What Would You Be Willing to Wait in a Really Long Line For? 
644. If You Were a Super Rich Philanthropist, What Causes Would You Support? 
645. What Would You Do if You Were President? 
646. What Famous Person Would You Like to Visit Your School? 
647. Who Would Be the Ideal Celebrity Neighbor? 
648. What Do You Want to Be Doing When You’re 80? 
649. Do You Want to Live to 100? 
650. What Do You Want Your Obituary to Say? 

 

Can’t find a prompt to get you started? 

Check out 550 Prompts for Narrative and Personal Writing from The Learning Network 

with some new prompts! 
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